
Commissioner and Chairman of the
Board William C. Olson. “That is exactly
what we saw in Westbury.”

Consumer demand for water was up
7 percent for May through September,
compared to 2014. Water use was up 9
percent over the 10 year average for the
same five months.

“While everyone likes a plush green
lawn, it is important that we all make an
effort to save water whenever possible
by practicing good conservation habits
throughout the year, both outdoors and
inside the home,” Olson added. “Water
is a precious natural resource that
should be preserved and protected for
use by future generations.” 

Seasonal Job Program Win-Win
Westbury Water District FALL 2015

Watergram

E ach year, the Westbury Water District hires local high school
and college students from the surrounding area for the sum-
mer season. They are assigned jobs such as hydrant painting,

lawn mowing, grounds maintenance and other tasks typically com-
pleted in the summer months. Working under the supervision of the
full time staff, they get a feel for some of the job responsibilities han-
dled by those in the public water industry.

“We are always enthusiastic about offering summer work to area
youngsters,” explained Westbury Water Commissioner Kenneth O.
Jones. “It’s good to see them taking an interest in what goes on
behind the scenes at the water district and provides them with some
good work experience – a win-win for all involved.

“Who knows, may be one of them will go on to have a success-
ful career with a water utility as a result of something that caught
their eye,” he said. 

L ong Island experienced a mod-
erate drought for most of the
summer. Rainfall statistics gath-

ered at Long Island MacArthur Airport
from May through September showed
a shortfall of more than 10 inches of
rain, compared to average rainfall for
that time period. In May, precipitation
was a scarce 3.36 inches below the
average of 3.9 inches, making it the dri-
est May recorded since data was first
collected in 1984.

“Logically, with low rainfall, comes
higher water usage as consumers find
the need to irrigate their landscapes
and top off their swimming pools more
often,” observed Westbury Water District

Summer 2015 Water Use Up

Pictured left to right, Evan Passariello, Junior
Castro, Adam Cabrera, Raffaele Buffolino,
Omari Harper and Anthony Suppa gained
valuable workforce experience as seasonal
workers for the Westbury Water District this
past summer.
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Infrastructure Update

The Ooho water bottle is a gelatinous blob
that lets you have your water bottle, minus the plastic,
and eat it too. The covering is actually an edible,
hygienic, biodegradable membrane made of brown
algae and calcium chloride, which encapsulates water
like a bladder. The Ooho globule is formed through a
process called “spherification,” where water is frozen
into ice before being encapsulated. First pioneered in
1946, the technique is currently being used by some
chefs in modern cuisine.

Ooho, is the first such container designed specifi-
cally to provide a waste-free alternative to the plastic
water bottle. For starters, it could replace the paper
cups grabbed by participants of a running event, for
example, eliminating a lot of trash. Possibilities are
endless.

Interesting
Water Bottle Stats

Work to complete a rehabilitation project at Well #11
has been completed. Utilizing a high-tech camera that
was lowered into the well site, the district’s consulting
engineers determined that a new column, motor and
pump were needed to bring the well site up to current
operating standards. 

While the Village of Westbury was in the process of
repaving Butler Street, the Westbury Water District lever-
aged the opportunity to complete a water main project
slated for the area. Some 2,800 linear feet of existing 4”
water main was replaced with 8” main and six fire
hydrants were changed out. 

“The road was already open and the village was cov-
ering the costs for re-paving, so the water district was
able to bring the project in at a reduced price and the
community was inconvenienced only once,” comment-
ed Westbury Water District Commissioner Vincent
Abbatiello. “It made practical sense all around to com-
plete this project in 2015.”

BUTLER STREET

WELL #11

from mothernaturenetwork.com

A ccording to a recent study conducted by the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, a
professional graduate school of Harvard

University, the majority of children and teenagers in
the United States are not being properly hydrated. In
fact, the study found that one in four youngsters
drank no water during the course of their day and
54.5 percent had urine concentrations that qualified
them as below their minimum required daily water
intake, which varies by age.

Ages 1 to 3 need roughly four cups; ages 4 to 8
should get five cups; ages 9 to 13 should ingest
seven to nine cups of water daily. 

Inadequate hydration can result in cognitive
impairment, headaches and nausea, in extreme
cases. Keeping kids hydrated will help them to learn
and ultimately perform better in school.

Getting
Enough 
H2O?

More than 90 colleges, and the number is
growing, have banned the sale or restricted the use of
plastic water bottles on campus, in recent years. At
some locations, freshman welcome packages now
include stainless-steel bottles and maps marked with
the location of free hydration stations. 

Harvard, Princeton and Dartmouth College have
installed filling stations on campus. 

Brown University, which stopped selling bottled water
in its dining halls in 2010, reported previously selling
320,000 bottles of water each year from vending
machines and campus stores. 

The University of Vermont stopped selling bottled
water in 2013. Cornell, Yale and the University of Penn-
sylvania all have bottled water
reduction campaigns in effect. 



With recent tests on the wells showing that VOC lev-
els have reduced, the district has initiated a feasibility
study and is actively working with health department offi-
cials to review its options. Reintroducing the well sites
into the distribution system would improve redundancy
and provide the district with more flexibility as it works to
meet consumer demand for water and provide an ade-
quate supply for fire protection. 

“The study is just one of many steps that would need
to be taken before the wells could be put back on line,”
said Westbury Water Commissioner William C. Olson. “If
the results are positive, engineering studies would be
conducted, recommendations by water industry profes-
sionals would be made and the wells would need to be
rehabilitated.

“At this point, we are just considering our options,”
he concluded. “We are a long way off from drawing any
final conclusions.” 

W estbury Water District officials recently autho-
rized a rehabilitation study, which is currently
underway, to evaluate the feasibility of putting

well #s 12 & 12A back into service. Back in the 1980s, the
district voluntarily took the well sites off-line, due to an
increasing presence of volatile organic compounds.
Although the water pumped was well within the drinking
water standards set by the department of health, the dis-
trict removed the wells from service as a precaution.
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“Our quest on Mars has been to ‘follow the
water,’ in our search for life in the universe, and now
we have convincing science that validates what
we’ve long suspected,” said John Grunsfeld, astro-
naut and associate administrator of NASA’s
Science Mission Directorate in Washington. “This is
a significant development, as it appears to confirm
that water — albeit briny — is flowing today on the
surface of Mars.”

Well Rehab Study Underway

In its continuing commitment to practicing fiscal
prudence and careful money management, the

board of water commissioners regularly reviews and
updates the district’s list of expected capital
improvement projects, which are typically paid for
with capital reserve funds. It has been 16 years since
the district secured a municipal bond to raise revenue
to maintain its infrastructure. The following projects
are anticipated in the next three to five years.

•Rehabilitation of well #s 10, 14 and 18 — Each of
these well sites is reaching the 15-year mark, at
which time the components of a drinking water
well typically require updating.

•Blending of well #s 9 and 16 — These are two
separate wells on the same site. In addition to
adding an emergency generator and rehabilitation
of well #9, site planning will be required to achieve
optimal efficiency.

•Rehabilitate and reactivate well #s 12 and 12A —
see above article.

LOOK AHEAD

At Capital Projects

Water on 
Mars

Dark, narrow streaks, roughly the length of a
football field, on Martian slopes such as these at
Hale Crater are inferred to be formed by seasonal
flow of water on contemporary Mars.

Image Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/Univ. of Arizona
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WINTER CAN BE HARSH
Managing Frozen Pipes 

You know you have a frozen pipe or two when
the water is trickling from the faucet; the toilet does
not refill after flushing and/or water lines are bulging
or frosty. After calling a plumber, it is best to: 

• Shut off the water main.

•Open the faucet slightly, so water can flow when
it thaws.

•Heat a towel in the dryer and wrap it around the
frozen pipe, repeating every 10 minutes.

• Put a spoonful of table salt into the drain that
leads to the frozen pipe to promote thawing.

NEVER use an open flame to thaw a pipe. Be
aware that PVC pipes can easily be damaged from
direct heat. 

Keep Hydrants Clear

Please keep the fire hydrant nearest your property
clear of snow and ice, so it can be located quickly and
is readily accessible in a fire situation, when time is
precious. Since hydrants can easily become covered
when the plows clear the streets after a snowstorm, it
is a good habit to check them periodically. 


