
I n an effort to preserve and protect Nassau-Suffolk’sdrinking water supply for future generations, the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation

(NYSDEC) is requiring all Long Island public water suppli-
ers to develop water conservation plans to reduce peak
season water use by 15 percent over the next three to
four years. The DEC has indicated that 2012 water use
data should be used as the barometer, since it was con-
sidered to be an average precipitation year.
A comprehensive plan has been developed by the dis-

trict’s consulting engineers that outlines existing water
conservation initiatives, such as ongoing water main
replacement and leak detection programs. Additionally,
new projects have been developed, such as a recently-
launched pilot program to explore installing smart con-
trollers on existing irrigation systems and a meter change
out program that is getting underway. 
The plan also calls for the continuation of the dis-

trict’s ongoing efforts to educate the public about the
importance of water conservation and encourage every
household to take steps to meet the DEC’s goal of
reducing water use by 15 percent.

“District officials have historically made water con-
servation and preservation a top priority. We recognize
that water is our most precious natural resource and we
encourage the public to continue to be mindful of their
water use habits and find ways to save each day,” said
Westbury Water District Commissioner and Board
Chairman William C. Olson. “Since irrigation accounts for
more than half of the water used annually, it’s a great
place and time of year for consumers to focus on their
own conservation efforts.”
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DEC Wants15% Reduction in Water Use

S E E I N S I D E

to use less water outdoors

Helpful Tips* N assau County adopted ordinances to regulate the
use of water for irrigation purposes more than 25
years ago. As outlined on page 8 of this publica-

tion, sprinkling is prohibited between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
and restricted to odd-even dates that correspond with
house numbers.
In an effort to meet the NYSDEC’s requirement of

reducing public water use by 15 percent in the coming
years, the Westbury Water District will begin issuing vio-
lations to those who do not comply with the county’s
sprinkling regulations. 
“Please be sure to double check the automatic meter

settings on your underground irrigation system,” encour-
aged Westbury Water District Commissioner Kenneth O.
Jones. “Those who utilize manually-operated hose sprin-
klers must also comply with the regulations, so please note
the date and time of day before you turn on the spigot.”

Violations to Be Issued

*
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RAIN SENSORS REQUIRED
The Westbury Water District requires all underground

irrigation systems to be equipped with a moisture-sens-
ing device that automatically turns off the system when
precipitation is detected during or prior to scheduled
sprinkling cycles or when the soil has adequate mois-
ture for plant growth. 
In November of 2016, to assist water suppliers with

conservation efforts, Nassau County enacted a law that
requires rain sensors on all new automatic irrigation sys-
tems. As of January 2018, contractors that activate,
install, repair or conduct routine maintenance on auto-
matic irrigation systems may not activate them unless
they are equipped with rain sensor technology. 

Interesting to Note
Less than 1% of the world’s fresh water is
readily available for human use.  

The amount of water that’s safe for us to
use is declining sharply due to pollution 
and contamination. 

Agriculture accounts for 87% of fresh water
resources used. As much as 60% of that is
wasted due to inefficient watering systems.

It is strongly recommended that the devices, which
are wired back to the sprinkler controls, be inspected
and the settings adjusted each year to ensure they are
properly positioned and in good working order.
Additionally, a visual inspection should be conducted to
address landscaping, roofing, canopies or anything else
may be blocking or interfering with the sensor. 

PUT AN EYE ON EACH ZONE
Consumers should take the extra step to go beyond

setting and forgetting their sprinkler systems, which are
oftentimes programmed to operate in the early morning
hours when many are still asleep. A landscaping profes-
sional or licensed irrigation firm should be consulted to
explore ways to improve efficiency, save water and
maintain a healthy landscape. 
Each year, a survey should be performed on the

overall system so leaks can be detected and repaired;
heads replaced or redirected and landscaping cut back,
changed out, relocated or removed altogether.
Additionally, sprinkling zones should be analyzed to
gauge how each is responding to irrigation techniques
and to accommodate varying soil conditions, sloping,
sun exposure and other factors that may influence
effectiveness and result in less water use.  
“Today, there are many options available in the mar-

ketplace for improving, modernizing and updating under-
ground irrigation systems to make them more efficient,”
explained Westbury Water Commissioner Vincent
Abbatiello. “If everyone makes an effort to conserve
water, together we can meet the DEC’s goal and protect
our water resources for use by future generations.”

Irrigation Best Place to Save H2O

W hile peak water use season is only five
months out of the year, from May through
September, it accounts for approximately 60

percent of the annual public demand for water. Clearly,
considering Long Island’s compulsion for plush land-
scapes and green lawns, the culprit is irrigation. With
the DEC pushing public water purveyors to draw 15
percent less water from the aquifers, consumers
throughout Nassau-Suffolk are being urged to do their
part and be more mindful of their water use, with a
focus on irrigation. Here are some tips for maintaining
the landscape more efficiently, while using less water.
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H omeowners who inquire with a landscape pro-
fessional or horticulturalist or pay a visit to a
local nursery may be pleasantly surprised to

learn about the long list of annual and perennial flower-
ing plants available. Drought tolerant plants provide a
great solution for using less water and still producing a
beautiful landscape all summer long. There are even
varieties to choose from for those planning a vegetable
or herb garden. Here are a few to consider: 

INTRODUCE
Drought-Tolerant

PLANTS
Address Those
LEAKS

Recent news articles
have reported on 1,4-
Dioxane, a synthetic

compound being detected in
some groundwater. The chem-
ical is currently being regulated
by the NY State Department of
Health, which has set a safe
drinking water standard of 50
parts-per-billion. 
The Westbury Water District continues to meet all

strict requirements set by the federal and state govern-
ments and is prepared to follow any new regulations that
may be established. 

I n addition to its capital improvement program toreplace aging water mains and hydrants to proactive-
ly address water loss in the distribution system, the

district has established an aggressive leak detection
program. Each year, leak detection surveys are con-
ducted on portions of the distribution system and
repairs made expeditiously.
Consumers are encouraged to similarly address any

leaks that may be present on their properties. Toilets are
the most common place to find leaks inside the home.
At this time of year, irrigation systems and swimming
pools should be surveyed for leaks – before the season
gets into full swing.  

InThe News

ANNUALS
Lantana

Nasturtium

Sweet Alyssum

Creeping Zinnia

Portulaca

Dusty Miller

Mexican Sunflower

PERENNIALS
Yarrow

Lavender

Purple Coneflower

Autumn Joy Sedum

Coreopsis

Daylilly

Lamb’s Ear

VEGETABLES/
HERBS
Eggplant
Peppers

Black-Eyed Peas
Sweet potatoes

Oregano
Rosemary

Sage

W ork to rehabilitate Well 10, including
replacing the pump and rebuilding the
motor, has been completed. The pro-

ject was planned as part of the district’s ongoing
capital improvement program to maintain its
infrastructure in optimal condition. The district
awaits Nassau County Department of Health
approval before the well site is returned to the
distribution system. 

WELL 10
Completed
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Gardening Tips to
Benefit Water Supply

The Town of North Hempstead is offering residents a
series of Home Sustainability Classes at Clark Botanic

Garden in Albertson to encourage the public to conserve
and protect the water supply. Classes are free and topics
include: Building a Rain Garden, Native Plant Gardening,
Recycle the Rain (Barrel) and Learn How to Compost. 
More information and registration, which is encour-

aged or required, are available by calling (516) 869-6311
or logging onto recycle@northhempsteadny.gov.

The use of water for irrigation purposes on lawns, shrubs,
trees, plants and vegetation of any type is regulated by
Nassau County ordinances. Absolutely no watering is
allowed from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. During all other hours,
watering is permitted only under the above conditions.

These regulations apply to both automatic and time-con-
trolled sprinkler systems as well as manually-operated hose
sprinkling. The district does not wish to restrict the use of
water, but does want to prevent any waste of this valuable
resource. Please Use Only What You Need!

� Even-numbered properties and premises without
numbers may be watered on even dates.

� Residents with odd house numbers may water on
odd dates.

Sprinkling
REGULATIONS


