
“T he New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation is requiring all Long
Island public water suppliers to reduce water

use by 15 percent by 2021. We are asking for the pub-
lic’s assistance and cooperation to meet that goal,” said
Westbury Water District Commissioner and Board
Chairman William C. Olson. “While the district continues
to implement its own conservation initiatives, the public
is encouraged to become more conservation conscious.
Since irrigation accounts for more than half of the water
used each year, it’s a great place to start changing
habits.”
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T raditional irrigation systems that rely simply
on clock-based timers and rain sensors can
waste a significant amount of water—mainly

due to overwatering. The modern smart timers now
available in the marketplace feature advanced tech-
nology that can help to save water, reduce bills and
produce a healthy landscape, if used effectively. 
The equipment replaces antiquated timer systems

and relies on a smartphone or tablet to manage the
irrigation system. The simple affordable devices
enable the user to program an odd-even sprinkling
schedule, while monitoring the weather report,
environmental conditions and other factors to
determine if the irrigation system should be activat-
ed, dialed back or suspended for each cycle. 
Additionally, the unit’s real-time capabilities allow

the user to remotely activate and monitor sprinkling
activity and detect leaks in the irrigation system —
among other features. 

A s consumers rely more heavily on smartphones,
tablets and other personal electronics with pow-
erful computing capability, technology continues

to advance and the ability to automate simple tasks is
becoming more readily available. As a result, the use of
smart electronic devices that understand simple com-
mands is becoming more common and more affordable.
The Westbury Water District has installed smart meters

in almost 10 percent of the homes and plans to begin
using the remote features as more units are added.
Somewhat similar to remote timers, the modernized meter
equipment relies on cellular networks to monitor water use
in real-time. In addition to many other beneficial features,
the meters will alert water operators if a possible leak is
detected at a property. The information can then be
passed onto homeowners in hopes of preventing severe
property damage and excessive water waste. Additionally,
slow or quiet leaks that oftentimes go unnoticed can be
identified and addressed before the end of a billing cycle,
to conserve water and save money. 
The district expects to continue the meter change out

program over the next five years.

Smart Meters Soon in Play

Modernize to Reduce Water Use

Switch to Smart Timer 
TO SAVE MONEY
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Meet Commissioner Barry Green

T he Westbury Water District wel-
comes Barry Green as its newest
member of the board of commis-

sioners. He was recently appointed by the
Town of North Hempstead to fill the seat
vacated by Kenneth O. Jones, who retired
from the board. 
A Westbury resident for more than 35

years, Barry is no stranger to public ser-
vice. He has been a volunteer member of
the Westbury Fire Department for 18
years, serving as chairman of the Fund
Drive Committee for the past decade. 
He is a graduate of the State University of New

York College at Old Westbury with a Bachelor of

Science in accounting and has been
employed in the insurance industry for the
past 32 years. Barry enjoys spending
quality time with his wife Barbara and
serving his church community. He is an
avid aviation enthusiast and spends
leisure time gardening, antiquing, taking
road trips and zip lining.
Commissioner Green looks forward to

working with his colleagues on the board
to continue to provide the community with
an adequate supply of water that is in full
compliance with the stringent federal and

state drinking water standards and meets Nassau
County Health Department regulations.

Interesting to Note
This image of a Westbury Water District bill from 1945 is proof that the rate for

public drinking water has historically been the best bargain in town.

1945 WATER RATE
$ .25 per thousand gallons

2018 WATER RATE
$1.25 per thousand gallons

Consumer Pricing Index
Inflation Calculator

$ .25 in 1945 has the same 
buying power as $3.50 in 2018
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T he water district’s capital improvement project
to blend the water drawn from Wells 9 and 16,
prior to it entering the distribution system, is

expected to be completed in time for the summer
season, when public demand for water is highest.
Additionally, work to make Well 9 fully automated will
soon be finalized.
Although the water drawn from both well sites was

fully compliant with quality standards set by the state
and federal governments, the district took a pro-
active approach and opted to initiate the project in
anticipation of new stricter drinking water regulations
in the near future. 

L ong Island gets its drinking water from aquifers
which are huge, deep underground layers of sand
and gravel containing trillions of gallons of water.

The aquifers are replenished as precipitation travels down-
ward for many decades through the porous soil, which
acts as a natural filtration system. 
The Westbury Water District joins other water profes-

sionals in Nassau-Suffolk in recognition of National
Drinking Water Week to remind the public of the need to
protect and preserve the water supply so it can be used by
future generations. Here are few suggestions:

While taking steps to maintain a green lawn and plush
garden beds throughout the growing season, refrain
from overusing fertilizers and pesticides. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions on the label. 

Dispose of used motor oil and other toxic household
waste at the Town of North Hempstead’s designated
STOP program locations. Go to www.northhemp-
stead.com/STOPprogram or call (516) 869-6311 for
dates, times and drop-off sites. 

Don’t use storm drains, otherwise known as catch
basins, as trash receptacles. Much of the water collect-
ed is recharged into the ground and eventually reaches
the aquifers.

“J ust as consumers are
encouraged to repair drip-
ping faucets, running toi-

lets and other conditions that may
be wasting water, the district is
doing its part to detect and repair
leaks in its distribution system,”
explained Westbury Water District
Commissioner Vincent Abbatiello.
The district recently authorized a

program specifically designed to
detect leaks in its 92 miles of trans-
mission lines, which are situated
about 4-feet underground through-
out the water purveyor’s 5-square-

Detecting Leaks
TO CONSERVE

2018 THEME:

Protect the Source

WELL PROJECT
Nearing Completion

mile service area.
Listening devices are used to

track the movement of the water
throughout the pipeline system to
determine if leaks are present. By
attaching computerized micro-
processor units to accessible valves
or services at two locations, trained
technicians are able to read the
sound of the water between the leak
point and the connection point. The
compiled data is then used to deter-
mine the location of any leaks.
Once the survey is completed,

repairs will be made to reduce water

loss, focusing first on the larger main
lines. Leaks that may exist in fire
hydrants and service lines that carry
the water from the main to the curb
will also be detected and addressed
accordingly. 

American Water Works Association 
National Drinking Water Week

MAY 6-12
Celebrated for more than 40 years in

recognition of the vital role potable water
plays in our daily lives. 
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I f you experience an unusually high water bill and haveattempted unsuccessfully to locate a suspected leak,
please contact the Westbury Water District at (516) 333-
0427 during regular business hours. Arrangements can
be made for a visit your home to check for possible leaks. 
“In the interest of minimizing water waste and in the

spirit of good customer service, we are available to help
consumers keep a check on their water bills by providing
assistance with detecting leaks that may be present on
the property,” explained WestburyWater District Commis-
sioner Barry Green. “Please contact the district office to
set up an appointment.” 

The use of water for irrigation purposes on lawns, shrubs,
trees, plants and vegetation of any type is regulated by
Nassau County ordinances. Absolutely no watering is
allowed from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. During all other hours,
watering is permitted only under the above conditions.

These regulations apply to both automatic and time-con-
trolled sprinkler systems as well as manually-operated hose
sprinkling. The district does not wish to restrict the use of
water, but does want to prevent any waste of this valuable
resource. Please Use Only What You Need!

Sprinkling Regulations

High Water Bill?

�Even-numbered properties and
premises without numbers may 
be watered on even dates.

�Residents with odd house numbers
may water on odd dates.


