
occurred decades ago, when environmental laws were
less stringent.”

In addition to the use of technology and stringent
testing procedures to ensure government standards are
met, the public is encouraged to do their part to protect
and preserve the quality and quantity of Long Island’s
drinking water supply. From practicing conservation
habits to participating in the Town of North Hempstead’s
STOP program and refraining from using catch basins
as receptacles, there are many ways individuals can
make a difference. 

“We routinely provide consumers with a wide variety
of helpful tips and recommendations for conserving and
preserving the drinking water through our annual spring
and fall newsletter mailings as well as our website at
westburywaterdistrict.com,” Commissioner Olson con-
cluded. “We encourage you to review the materials.”

H2O Quality Standards Being Met
Westbury Water District SPRING 2016

Watergram

W HA T ’ S I N S I D E

A clean supply of public drinking water is essen-
tial to public health and the quality of life
enjoyed by residents across Long Island, where

the water is drawn from wells that are drilled deep into
the ground. Westbury Water District officials are pleased
to report that the water provided to the community con-
sistently meets all county, state and federal regulations
and is safe to drink.

“We are fortunate to have an underground water
source that was shaped by nature millions of years ago,”
explained Westbury Water Commissioner and Board
Chairman William C. Olson. “Layers of clay separate var-
ious levels, while sand and gravel act as a natural filtration
system that helps remove many impurities as rainwater
travels downward toward the aquifer, where it is stored.”

The state and federal governments require that rigor-
ous quality standards are met before the water can be
distributed to consumers’ taps. Under those regulations,
which fall under the Safe Drinking Water Act and are
enforced by the state and county health departments,
thousands of tests are conducted on the water provided
by the Westbury Water District each year. The 2015
results are presented in the quality report included inside
this newsletter publication.

According to the law, independent labs test for more
than 135 parameters numerous times throughout the
year. The results are forwarded to the Nassau County
Department of Health, which conducts spot checks of
its own.

“In addition to the natural cleansing process that
takes place, today’s sophisticated technology enables
us to remove contaminants that may have been picked
up by the water as it travels through the earth, which can
take hundreds of years before reaching the aquifers,”
Olson explained. “With modern treatment facilities in
place, we are able to address the effects of pollution that

TEST YOUR* *Water Knowledge
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UPDATE

7. How much does one gallon of water weigh?
a) 13.2 pounds
b) 10.5 pounds
c) 8.34 pounds

8. How much water does it take to process
one pound of hamburger meat?
a) 4 gallons
b) 13.8 gallons
c) 2,000 gallons 

9. How much water is used during the growing
and production of a single orange?
a) 4 gallons
b) 13.8 gallons
c) 2,000 gallons 

10. How many gallons of water does it take to
make a gallon of milk?
a) 4 gallons
b) 13.8 gallons
c) 2,000 gallons

Westbury Water District has completed a reha-
bilitation study to evaluate the feasibility of putting
Well #s 12 & 12A back into service. The district vol-
untarily removed the well sites from service as a
precautionary measure back in the 1980s, when
increasing levels of volatile organic compounds
were detected. More recent tests indicate reduced
levels of the organic chemicals. 

“A preliminary report of the results of the study
has been submitted to the Nassau County
Department of Health for review, evaluation and
consideration to move ahead,” said Westbury
Water Commissioner Vincent Abbatiello.

WELL REHAB STUDY

v 

1. How much of the human body is water?
a) 90%
b) 66%
c) 40%

2. How much of the earth’s water is suitable
for drinking water?
a) 1%
b) 16%
c) 30%

3. How much water does the average
household use both indoors and outdoors
during a year? 
a) More than 100,000 gallons
b) More than 250,000 gallons
c) More than 400,000 gallons

4. What were the first water pipes made from
in the United States?
a) Cement
b) Clay
c) Fire charred bored logs

5. How many community public water systems
are there in the United States?
a) 1 million
b) 100,000
c) 54,000

6. How much water is used in the average
five-minute shower?
a) 4-6 gallons
b) 15-25 gallons
c) 30-35 gallons

Did You Know?

Water Knowledge
TEST YOUR* *

Did you know that water is constantly being recycled? That means
it is actually possible to drink water that was part of the dinosaur era! Why

not try your hand at these other water facts. The answers can be found on page 7.

• The sun evaporates 1 trillion tons of water
each day.

•Over the course of 100 years, a water
molecule spends 98 years in the ocean. 
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Water Knowledge Answers
(from page 2)

E ach year, backflow prevention devices are required
to be inspected by a NY State Certified Backflow
Inspector and the paperwork submitted to the

Westbury Water District. The devices, which will prevent any
contaminants from being drawn into the water system
during a sudden drop in water pressure, are required with in-
ground irrigation systems for the protection of public health.

N ever grant someone
permission to enter
your property unless

you are absolutely sure of
their identity. If someone who
claims to work for the Westbury Water District knocks
on your door and asks for access, give the district a
call at (516) 333-0427 to verify the visit. The phones
are answered 24-hours a day, seven days a week.

1. b
2. a

3. a
4. c

5. c
6. b

7. c
8. a

9. b
10.c

S torm drains, otherwise known as catch basins,
are not to be used as trash receptacles. They
were constructed many years ago to help mini-

mize flooding by capturing precipitation that runs off
roadways, parking lots and other paved areas. Some of
the water collected is recharged directly into the ground
and eventually reaches the aquifers, Long Island’s sole
source for drinking water. 

The rest of the gathered water is carried through a
series of pipes and into more than 2,000 sumps, or
recharge basins, where about half evaporates. The
remaining water filtrates into the ground and also finds
its way to the aquifers.

Since much of the rainwater that flows into the catch
basins eventually reaches our drinking water supply, it’s
important that contact with impurities be minimized as
much as possible. Pet waste, cigarette butts and other
litter should be kept off the streets and used motor oil
and other toxic household waste should be brought to
the town’s STOP locations. These are just some of the
many steps the public can take to protect the drinking
water source that sits deep below the earth.

E stablished in 1974, the Safe Drinking Water
Act is the principal federal law intended to
ensure clean safe public drinking water to pro-

tect the health of United States citizens. It requires
the Environmental Protection Agency to set drinking
water quality standards to be implemented by every
public water system in America.  

Pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act, the EPA
issued a Lead and Copper Rule in 1991, which sets
limits on the concentration of lead and copper
allowed in public drinking water. 

“Under the rule, the Westbury Water District col-
lected and tested 30 samples for lead and copper,”
explained Water Commissioner Kenneth O. Jones.
“Findings indicate the district is in full compliance
with the standards set by the EPA.”

Where Do Storm
Drains Lead To?

What is the
Safe Drinking
Water Act?

Safety Comes First
Backflow
Inspection
Reminder

Err on Side
of Caution

Source: US Environmental Protection Agency
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The use of water for irrigation purposes on lawns, shrubs,
trees, plants and vegetation of any type is regulated by
Nassau County ordinances. Absolutely no watering is
allowed from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. During all other hours,
watering is permitted only under the above conditions.

These regulations apply to both automatic and time-con-
trolled sprinkler systems as well as manually-operated hose
sprinkling. The district does not wish to restrict the use of
water, but does want to prevent any waste of this valuable
resource. Please Use Only What You Need!

Sprinkling Regulations
� Even-numbered properties and premises without

numbers may be watered on even dates.

� Residents with odd house numbers may water on
odd dates.

T he Westbury Water District will conduct a hydrant
flushing program throughout the summer months
to remove any buildup of iron in the distribution

system. Residents will receive notification messages of
the dates and estimated times for their areas in advance,
through the reverse 911 phone system.  

The flushing process can cause iron sediment to
become loose and the water to appear rusty. Concerns
would be strictly aesthetic; there are no health risks
associated with rusty water caused by the presence of
iron. Residents are advised to refrain from operating their
washing machines during this time to avoid the possibil-
ity of staining their laundry.  

To rid the water of discoloration from nearby flushing
activity, simply run the taps for a few minutes until the
water become clear.

Hydrant 
Flushing
Scheduled


